
The Association of Manitoba Museums (1972) Inc, as the voice of our museum community, 
is  dedicated to promoting excellence in preserving and presenting Manitoba’s heritage.

NEWSLETTER

Summer 2013

Beyond the walls: Into 
the community!
AMM Conference 2013 
Gimli, October 3 - 5
The conference committee started working 
on this year’s conference before last year’s 
was even put to bed.

Last year’s conference raised the bar and 
the committee has been working hard to 
ensure they deliver a conference of equal 
quality. They seem to have succeeded.

Beyond the walls: Into the community will 
be a conference about exploring one’s 
external communities for partnership 
opportunities or to gain their interest and 
support.

Here are the confirmed speakers so far: 
Colin Ferguson, CEO of Travel   
 Manitoba 
Mike Walton, Regional Superintendent  
 for Parks Canada 
Gail McDonald and Pat Eyolfson,  
 Interlake Tourism Association  
Jimm Simon, Aimm North Heritage

Here is a quick view of the current 
schedule of events:

Thursday, October 3: 
Opening Wine & Cheese reception at  
 the New Iceland Heritage Museum 

Friday, October 4:
Keynote speaker and sessions at  
 Lakeview Resort 
Experiential walking tour 
Banquet, Entertainment, and Live  
 Auction at Waterfront Centre in  
 Johnson Hall

Saturday, October 5:
AGM and breakfast at Lakeview  
 Resort 
Sessions 
Endnote speaker

Watch your 
emails and visit 
our website and 
Facebook page for 
more information.

See you there!

Ignite!
We introduced Ignite sessions at our 
conference last year and it went over so 
well that we thought we’d do it again.

What is Ignite, you may ask. According 
to Wikipedia, “Ignite is a global event, 
organized by volunteers, where 
participants are given five minutes to 
speak about their ideas and personal or 
professional passions, accompanied by 
20 slides. Each slide is displayed for 15 
seconds, and slides are automatically 
advanced. The presentations are meant 
to ‘ignite’ the audience on a subject, i.e. 
to generate awareness and to stimulate 
thought and action on the subjects 
presented.”

If you’d like to see what they look like visit 
http://igniteshow.com/.

We’re looking for participants for this 
year’s Ignite! If you have a topic you’d like 
to talk about for 5 minutes at this year’s 
conference, or would like more information, 
please call the AMM office.

Annual General Meeting
This year’s AGM will take place from 9:30 
to 10:30 AM, on Saturday, October 5th, at 
the Lakeview Resort Hotel in Gimli.

The AGM is a chance for our members to 
hear from the AMM council and to have 
their voices heard in return. 

The AGM is free of charge, but the 
breakfast beforehand isn’t. If you are not 
a conference delegate, and would like to 
join us for breakfast before the AGM, there 
will be a fee. We encourage all members, 

delegates and non-delegates alike, to join 
us at the AGM, whether or not you wish to 
breakfast with us.

There will be positions to be voted on. If 
you can’t make it to the AGM remember to 
give someone your proxy.

Elections!
There are some positions opening up on 
the AMM’s board. If you’re interested in 
helping guide the AMM as it continues to 
grow and evolve, we encourage you to 
throw your hat into the ring or to nominate 
someone you think would be an asset to 
the Association. 

The positions that need to be filled are: 
Secretary and the Northern and Winnipeg 
Regional Councilor positions.

Each position is a two year term and 
councilors can only stay in any one 
position for two consecutive terms.

The board meets four times a year, unless 
circumstances require more, and at least 
one of the meetings will take place outside 
of Winnipeg. Out-of-town councilors can 
take part in meetings by phone when travel 
is inconvenient.

If you would like to stand for nomination, or 
to nominate someone else, please contact 
Past-President Matthew Komus at 
past-pres@museumsmanitoba.com or the 
AMM office.

Trade Show & 
Sponsorships
We’re looking for people and businesses 
to take part in this year’s conference trade 
show and to sponsor some of the events.

Local artisans and crafters are especially 
encouraged to take part.

If you’d like to take part in the trade show, 
or wish to know more about sponsorship 
opportunities, please contact the AMM 
office and we’ll send you a package. 

The packages are also available on our 
website.

AMM 40th Anniversary Conference 
Delta Winnipeg, 2012

Opening Reception 
2012, The MB Museum

http://www.gimliwaterfrontcentre.com/johnson-hall.html
http://www.museumsmanitoba.com
https://www.facebook.com/Museums.Manitoba
http://igniteshow.com/
mailto:past-pres%40museumsmanitoba.com?subject=Board%20nominations
mailto:past-pres%40museumsmanitoba.com?subject=Winnipeg%20Museums%27%20Budget
http://www.museumsmanitoba.com
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President’s Message
The AMM’s Council and staff are pleased to announce that we have received official 
notification of the approval of our grant application to the Museums Assistance Program 
(MAP), by the Minister of Canadian Heritage and Official Languages, The Honourable 
James Moore.

The AMM Council is extremely pleased with this confirmation of funding previously 
denied, and were always confident that our Professional Development Program fully 
met the objectives and requirements of MAP. The letter from the Honourable James 
Moore was gratifying in that the Minister and the Department will continue to support this 
program for the next two years.

We would like to thank the other Provincial Museums Associations who offered their 
concern and support at the Annual meeting of the PMAs in Whitehorse, as well as the 
Museums Association of Saskatchewan who were faced with a denial of their application 
as well. However, in particular, we would like to thank John McAvity, Executive Director 
of the Canadian Museums Association. On our behalf he approached the Minister of 
Canadian Heritage’s office directly to ascertain the status of our application (due to the 
original denial) and our options for garnering the reasons for the denial so that the AMM 
could reconcile the denial to what we considered an excellent application.

Thank you to our members who stepped forward with support and statements on the 
positive impacts that our programs have made to their museums. Although this funding 
has been restored, we will continue to gather these statements to strengthen future 
applications for funding so we can continue to improve our programs. The Council will 
continue to examine the fiscal health of the Association, find operational cost savings and 
economies, and improve self-generated revenue sources to ensure the AMM's long-term 
sustainability. And thank-you to the Province of Manitoba for their flexibility in accepting a 
resubmission of our training program proposal. 

Finally, we would like to thank the Department of Canadian Heritage and Minister Moore 
for re-establishing this funding. We will use these funds wisely and judiciously throughout 
the next two years in partnership with MAP to bring high quality services and programs to 
our members, their museums and communities, and the Province of Manitoba.

Kathleen Christensen 
President

Training Report
Seeing that flooding was a real threat this 
spring we immediately jumped into action 
and offered a flood specific Emergency 
Preparedness course under the CSP. 

We planned it for the Central and Western 
regions, but the courses had to be 
cancelled due to a lack of registrations. 

The lack of registrations may have been 
due to people already being too busy with 
flood preparations, so we’re planning on 
scheduling these courses again for the 
winter, before spring.

Exhibit Design was held on June 21st 
at Fort Dauphin. The 11 participants 
appeared to be well pleased with Sharain 
Jones’s first time as an AMM instructor. 

The Museum Facility is the latest course to 
be added to the Certificate Program. It was 
presented on July 5th & 6th for the board, 
Signature Museums, and other invited 
guests before it’s held this fall. 

We’ll be holding a CCI course on 
November 20th & 21st called Digital 
Photodocumentation of Museum Objects 
at the New Iceland Heritage Museum in 
Gimli. 

The training program has seen good 
numbers at the courses and surveys show 
an overall appreciation of course content, 
delivery, and our instructors.

If there’s some training that you think your 
museum could benefit from let us know 
and we’ll see what we can find or put 
together for you.

Watch our website, Facebook page, and 
broadcast emails for upcoming scheduled 
courses.

Manitoba Day 2013
Manitoba Day had its challenges for us this year, but we think it was a success overall.

The AMM, along with seven member museums, purchased three PSAs on PBS to 
promote Manitoba Day and Manitoba museums. Lessons learned will be remembered for 
next year.

PBS doesn’t track its viewership like the 
for-profit stations, but visits to our website 
ALWAYS peaks during the time the PSAs 
run. We don’t do any other advertising, so it 
may be said that the PSAs are doing their job 
and people are being driven to our website. 

New this year was our being able to post 
on Facebook and to Tweet on Twitter. Our 
Manitoba Day Tweets and events reached 
17,000 people as of May 13th. That’s a HUGE 
number! 

On Facebook a birthday card to the province 
was seen by 315 people, but it was also shared by others which means it would have 
been seen by more than that.

Every year we draw a name for a free conference registration from the museums who 
contact us about their Manitoba Day activities. The winner this year was Le Musée Saint 
Boniface Museum! 

We made a video of the draw and posted it on our Facebook page. It was posted on May 
13 and has been seen by over 113 people.

We hope you all enjoyed your Manitoba Day 2013.

Daly House, Brandon

http://www.museumsmanitoba.com
https://www.facebook.com/Museums.Manitoba
https://www.facebook.com/Museums.Manitoba
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Q. The ABC of Collections care says to 
use nail polish when numbering artifacts, 
but other more recent sources state not 
to use nail polish as it contains cellulose 
nitrate. Is there an alternative to nail polish 
for labelling our artefacts?

A. The ABCs of Collections Care was 
published in the late 1980s and contains 
the best practices and knowledge of 
that period. At that time, it was standard 
practice to seal a spot on an inorganic 
artifact with clear nail polish, prior to 
and after numbering. Until recently, the 
Canadian Conservation Institute Note 
1/5, Applying Registration Numbers to 
Paintings and Sculptures, included the 
use of clear nail polish to seal registration 
numbers on artifacts, though it was 
optional. (CCI removed Note 1/5 from its 
website last summer for updating.)

The problem is that clear nail polish 
is a commercial product designed for 
short-term use and most brands contain 
cellulose nitrate, an unstable substance. 
There are water-based nail polishes, and 
also solvent-based "natural" formulas, that 
contain acrylate copolymers. However, 
these cannot be recommended as the 
formulation of any commercial product can 
be changed by the manufacturer without 
notice, and a safe product can become 
unsafe without anyone being the wiser.

Fortunately, there are alternative products 
for adding a registration number directly to 
an artifact. A reversible synthetic varnish 
known as Paraloid B-72 can be used 
on unpainted non-porous surfaces (but 
not on plastics). An earlier formulation, 
Paraloid-67, is also available but it 
cannot be used on wax artifacts, and 
is also known to yellow with age. As in 

Ask a Conservator
Welcome to our newsletter column, “Ask a Conservator” in which our CSP conservator 
responds to your conservation-related concerns. Got a question? Don’t be shy! Send your 
questions and comments to the Association of Manitoba Museums at 
conservator@museumsmanitoba.com.

Avez-vous une question ou commentaire concernant la restauration ou la préservation de 
votre collection?  Contactez nos professionnels en restauration à l’Association des musées 
manitobains à conservator@museumsmanitoba.com.

all museum work, the standards for the 
application of numbers on artifacts must 
be met. Care must be taken not to apply 
these products to materials that are 
porous (such as non-fired ceramics and 
unfinished wood) where the lacquer will 
infuse and be difficult to remove.

Paraloid B-67 and Paraloid B-72 can be 
purchased in Canada from Carr McLean, 
in pellet form or liquid. The solid has to be 
dissolved in a solvent such as acetone. 
Due to their solvent content, they must 
be used with care, in a ventilated area. 
Ensure that staff and volunteers have read 
the MSDS sheet that accompanies each 
order.

The Northern States Conservation Center 
also sells a Collections Labeling Kit that 
contains a variety of products and tools 
for direct numbering and labelling, and 
instructions on how to use them. Their 
website has an excellent series of on-line 
articles that discuss the pros and cons 
of tags, labels and direct numbering. It 
includes a list of artifacts commonly found 
in museums, and how to label them. http://
www.collectioncare.org/cci/ccin.html

Carr McLean also sells an Artifact ID Kit 
that includes a variety of labelling and 
numbering tools and supplies. Visit their 
website for more information.

mailto:conservator%40museumsmanitoba.com?subject=Ask%20a%20conservator
mailto:conservator%40museumsmanitoba.com?subject=
http://www.collectioncare.org/cci/ccin.html
http://www.collectioncare.org/cci/ccin.html
http://www.carrmclean.ca/CategoryGroupBrowser.aspx?CategoryID=164&GroupNo=5520
http://www.carrmclean.ca/index.aspx
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News & Events
In Manitoba’s Museum Community
The following are member submissions. If you’d like your museum’s events and 
news items to be posted in our next newsletter, please send your submissions to 
your regional councilor or the AMM office. 

Summer 2013

Central Region
Dufferin Historical Museum, Carman 
On March 7th, the much anticipated arrival 

of the Boyne School 
finally happened as it was 
relocated from three miles 
east of Carman to Kings 
Park, next to the museum. 

On June 22nd, we hosted our 3rd Multi-
cultural Day Event. We had a number of 
cultural displays set up by local members 
of the community displaying their ethnic 
background. Local entertainment was 
provided by the Train Gang and Chelsey 
Galbraith Harp. We had children’s 
entertainer Mr. Ken’s Music and Manitoba 
Renowned Cowboy Poet Ed Brown 
performing. There were also Ukrainian and 
East Indian dancers to complete the day.

We are very pleased to have Rachel Smith 
back with us for another summer. We are 
once again going to have a children’s 
program which will run from July 2nd to 
August 13th for ages 6 - 10. The activities 
will be very interactive with some including 
making crafts pertaining to the topic of the 
week.

We anticipate a very busy summer. 
We opened for the season on June 1st, 
Tuesday – Saturday from 10 – 5 and 
Sunday from 1 – 5. For more information 
please visit our website.

Manitoba Agricultural Museum, Austin 
The Museum has entered summer at 
full speed.  We are coming to the end 
of another School Hands-on Program 
Season having hosted 881 students from 
29 schools from around the Province. Our 
Harvest Helpers, Baker’s Bonanza, Time 
Travel, and Simple Machines programs 
have been more popular than ever with 
participation surpassing the previous year.

This comes on the heels of a successful 
Manitoba Day, and our Annual Seniors Day 
events which both went off with the helpful 
assistance of Mother Nature.

Our new Past-Times Activity Centre has 
been opened with young visitors having 
the chance to interact with Bessie the cow, 
Art the horse, dress in period costume, 
attend a school-room as they progress 

from having arrived on the land to the 
process of setting up a pioneer life and 
community.

We are gearing up for the Annual 
Thresherman’s Reunion and Stampede to 
be held July 25th to the 28th. With vintage 
machinery, historic demonstrations, 
Massey equipment, and Horsepower 
expositions, the Clydesdale Classic, 
entertainment, and much more, the 
event culminates a year of planning and 
preparation geared to making history come 
alive to our more than 14,000 visitors.

Winkler Heritage Society, Winkler
by Dantin Reimer 
Originally published by PembinaValleyOnline.
com 
An Employment 
Manitoba program 
called Manitoba Works 
has allowed us to 
open the museum an 
additional 30 hours per 
week. Joanne Bergen 
was unveiled as the 
new receptionist for the Society's museum, 
with a portion of her salary being covered 
by the provincial program.

Enfant-Jésus Heritage Site, Richer
For the past year, the committee had been 
planning a Centennial Celebration that 
took place in the Enfant-Jésus Centennial 
Church.

We had music, singing, and pomp and 
ceremony thanks to the 4th degree Knights 
of Columbus.

We are grateful to Brunet Monuments for 
their professional assistance in the design 
and the installation two monuments. The 
owner, Charles Brunet, helped us bring a 
piece of history back to life!

On Sunday, June 30th, the official opening 
of the displays at the Enfant-Jésus 
Heritage Site took place from 1:00 to 4:00 
p.m.

This year we will add a collection of 
telephones from 1960 and earlier as well 
as some 1930 forest firefighters’ equipment 
and the modes of transportation used on 

the historical Dawson Road.

Later on in the summer, restorations will 
continue at the heritage site. This year 
we are hoping to complete the restoration 
of the last 10 windows of the buildings. 
To help us with the restorations, we 
have been awarded grants from The Sir 
Thomas Cropo Foundation and from the 
Community Places Program.

On August 9th to 11th, along with the Richer 
Rodeo, we will be holding our second 
fundraising garage sale. Throughout July 
and August, we offer tours of the church, 
archive and museum displays as well as 
the cemetery and grounds where you 
can visit a grotto dedicated to the Lady of 
Lourdes that dates back to the 1950s. Call 
Yvonne in advance for a tour at 204-422-
9369 or Patricia at 204-422-6880. 

In September 2013 our Committee will 
host the RNAM, a special interest group 
of the Association for Manitoba Archives. 
This will be the first time that this special 
interest group has met in the southeastern 
region. For this event, our committee has 
extended an invitation to 12 museum and 
archives groups who work in the region. 
The morning sessions will deal with regular 
business topics of the organization. Lunch 
will be served in a private park, which was 
a former gravel pit. A tour of the historical 
church and cemetery will follow.

The Sam Waller Museum, The Pas
Adapted from The Sam Waller Museum Scene 
spring newsletter 
William Shepherd is the museum’s new 
Curator. He got his B.A. from Trent 
University with a double major in history 
and anthropology. William then received 
a diploma in the Web Developer program 
at Sir Sandford Fleming College. Later 
he was accepted to the Collections 
Conservation & Management program 
at Fleming College. He completed a 
preventative conservation and collections 
management internship at the National 
Gallery of Ireland in Dublin. Following 
his return to Canada, he landed his first 
position as Collections Assistant with 
the Canadian Air & Space Museum 
in Toronto. After achieving the title of 
Collection Manager and Registrar at the 
Museum, William accepted a contract with 
the Ontario Government as an Assistant 
Conservator with the Archives of Ontario 
in Toronto. From there he took a contract 
as a full-fledged Conservator in their 
Preservation Lab.

The chance to move to The Pas and raise 
his son in a smaller, friendly community, 
advance his career, and give his wife new 
opportunities was something that he could 

Dora Hildebrand, 
Joanne Bergen, Jerry 

Hildebrand

Eastern Region

School arrives

Northern Region
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not resist.

Upcoming Temporary Exhibit at The Sam 
Waller Museum: Nightlife/Wildlife. Long 
nights draw out the wildlife – both in town 
and out of town! The 2013 local art show 
theme of Nightlife / Wildlife challenges 
artists to portray life in Northern Manitoba 
– whether it be through a night scene, wild 
animals at play, or another interpretation 
of Nightlife / Wildlife. What comes out at 
night? What does wildlife mean to you? 
How do you get through our long Canadian 
winters? How do you enjoy the lingering 
dusk of our Northern summer nights? The 
art show will be exhibited from June 3 to 
September 27, 2013.

For information on current temporary 
exhibits and upcoming events at The Sam 
Waller Museum check out our website.

Dauphin Railway Museum, Dauphin
We have completed a new brochure for 
distribution in 2013. A local person has 
secured funding from MTS TV to produce 
a show for its TV network. The proposed 
show will focus on the Ry history of 
Dauphin and feature the restored station.

Fort Dauphin, Dauphin
Louis Riel Day, February 18th, was a great 
success and our volunteers, as always, 
made the event run smoothly! We give 
them our gratitude and want to take this 
opportunity to remind our volunteers and 
the community how grateful and thankful 
we are for them! 

A canoe-a-thon was held on June 9th. 
On June 21st we hosted the AMM course 
Exhibit Design and celebrated Aboriginal 
Day. 

Winnipegosis Museum, Winnipegosis 
Winnipegosis Medd House is open. We 
conduct tours and engage the children 
in interactive chores and games that the 
Medd children would have experienced. 
These are fun days for both the volunteers 
and the children. It is also a follow up of 
the grades 1 to 3 multi-cultural days when 
we visited the school and studied the 

influence of the aboriginal 
people on our village. We 
also made bannock! In May 
several groups of grade 9 
to 12 students also toured 
the Medd House Museum 
as part of their multi-cultural days and it 
was a great experience for all. Elementary 
students took part in our Manitoba Day 
poster contest and first place posters have 
been posted in the village office.

We celebrated Aboriginal Day on June 21st 

and Canada Day, July 1st. We participated 
in Winnipegosis Family fun Weekend 
selling 50/50 tickets, pies, and conducting 
tours and manning an information booth 
July 5th to the 7th.

The Winnipegosis Museum (former CN 
station) continues renovations. We hope to 
be back in by next summer. Repairs on the 
windows, and other exterior needs, have 
begun.

Charleswood Historical Society 
Thank you to the AMM for connecting 
us with conservator Jane Dalley and 
her assistant who came and visited our 
Museum and set up monitoring equipment. 
We are very pleased to be part of the 
larger museum community, and have 
learned a great deal already from attending 
our first AMM conference last year and 
from some of the training courses. 

There were a series of big and little 
projects continuing during our Centennial 
year. There will be large and small events, 
all surrounding activities to celebrate the 
100th anniversary of Charleswood’s birth 
as a municipality in February of 1913. We 
had a very successful fashion show hosted 
by Oak Park students and the Costume 
Museum of Canada, and an art show 
opened on June 1st featuring local artists 
and heritage themes. We took part in 
Doors Open Winnipeg and we are making 
plans to build and install a canoe dock 
before next year’s Doors Open.

Our final report on the Bison Pound 
Wetland preliminary archeological study 

was received in time to 
submit to the Provincial 
Heritage and Tourism 
Department. Thanks 
to senior archeologist 
David McLeod for setting 
us off on this journey of 
discovery. We received 
word of a successful 
grant application to do 
historical research at 
the Passage site for two 
interpretive panels to be 
installed. 

We are looking forward to a Community 
picnic coming up on June 23rd. We will 
have a meet and greet at the Legion 
on June 21st, and a Celebration Dinner 
at the Legion on June 22nd. We are 
readying presentations for City Council on 
June 25th to make a case for preserving 
wetland, prairie and forest habitats in the 
new Ridgewood South Precinct area of 
Charleswood. We are also proposing to 
honour 19 Charleswood veterans who 
gave their lives in the first and second 
World Wars with a commemorative oak 
grove that would hopefully interpret the 
natural features and streets named after 
each of the 19 veterans. 

Come and visit our new website at 
charleswoodhistoricalsociety.ca to view our 
calendar of events and our Museum and 
Heritage activities.

Fort Garry Historical Society
The AGM was held on February 16th. Two 
Board members retired and no one was 
prepared to serve to fill the vacancies. 
Board members continue to prepare our 
files for deposit with the City Archives.
The Society President met with Jenny 
Gerbasi, City Councilor, to discuss the 
proposed “Welcome to Fort Garry” sign. 
Things are not finalized, but are looking 
favourable.

The District Supervisor for St. Norbert 
Provincial Heritage Park met with some 
members in April. We were given access to 
the Bohémier House to see for ourselves 
the amount of work needed to return the 
facility to its restored condition. Work 
on the exterior progresses, but a 2013 
opening is not possible.

The Park and the Turenne House opened 
on June1st. Jimm Simon returned on 
contract to prepare the exhibits.

Interpreters will be fewer and available 
only Thursdays to Mondays. Closed 
Tuesdays and Fridays. No big events will 
be planned because of staff reductions.

The La Salle River is very high and the 
stairways to reach the trail along the river 
are damaged beyond repair. Access will 
not be possible this tourist season. 

Visit the Manitoba Parks web site for 
current information.

Gallery 1C03, University of Winnipeg 
The Gallery has expanded its outreach 
efforts to include YouTube videos of 
some of its programming events including 
Anishinabe artist Frank Shebageget’s 
artist talk and the Herstory exhibition 
panel discussion with three generations of 
Manitoba women artists. 

We were very pleased to welcome 
students from Isaac Brock and John 

Winnipeg Region

Robert Barrow - Photographer
events phototgraphy, location photography 
of art and artifacts, scanning, restoration, 
reproduction, research, and consultation

204-233-1335
mrbarrow@mymts.net

Parkland Region

News & Events cont’d page 6

Medd House 
Museum 

www.samwallermuseum.ca.
http://www.charleswoodhistoricalsociety.ca
http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/gallery-1c03-shebageget
http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/gallery-1c03-shebageget
http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/gallery-1c03-herstory-panel-discussion
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M. King Schools as well as a group of 
very enthusiastic Girl Guides to our art 
education program affiliated with Herstory. 
This spring and summer we are carrying 
out a rotation of the University’s art 
collection; the human resources necessary 
to carry out this project have been made 
possible thanks to support from Young 
Canada Works in Heritage Organizations. 

We look forward to launching our 
forthcoming publication Storytime: Glen 
Johnson and Leslie Supnet in partnership 
with McNally Robinson at their Grant Park 
location on June 20th.

La Maison Gabrielle-Roy 
Gabrielle-Roy first opened on June 19th, 
2003, with the mission of perpetuating 
the memory of one of Canada’s greatest 
writers and reinforcing the resonance 
that her person and her work continue to 
inspire. 

To mark this 10th anniversary, there will 
be a number of cultural, literary and 
museum-oriented activities spread out 
over the year, most of them taking place 
in the Maison itself. In connection with this 
anniversary, Maison Gabrielle-Roy has 
launched a fundraising campaign to erase 
the museum’s mortgage. This campaign 
has been highly successful, and will be 
continuing into the fall in an effort to make 
the museum more financially stable. See 
maisongabrielleroy.mb.ca for more details.

Manitoba Sports Hall of Fame and 
Museum 
We held our first annual Winnipeg Whisky 
Festival fundraiser at the Fairmont Hotel 
in February, and it was a huge success. 
Close to 300 people attended the event 
with 30 industry booths and over 100 
brands to be sampled. Our thanks to 
Manitoba Liquor Marts for their presenting 
sponsorship as all proceeds went to 
the new museum gallery at 145 Pacific 
Avenue.

In April we joined Sport Manitoba in 
honouring athletes and teams of yesterday 
and today at the Night of Champions 
presented by Manitoba Chicken in April. 
The Youth athletes and team of the year 
were recognized, as were the official, 
coach and volunteer of the year and 
special Aboriginal awards as well. But 
the highlight for us was the induction of 
two Veteran athletes, Bullet Joe Simpson 
(Hockey) and Barney Hartman (Skeet 
Shooting), and the 1970 Manitoba Selects 
soccer team.

Watch for our new exhibit celebrating 
curling this fall as we welcome the Roar of 
the Rings curling trials to Winnipeg.

School of Art Gallery, University of 
Manitoba 
Recent exhibitions:

• June 20 to June 28 - MFA Grad 
Exhibitions: Featuring the work of Ray 
Fenwick, Sigrid Dahle, and Shannon 
Yashcheshen

• July 12 to August 23, - Lyndal 
Osborne: Rivers: Artist Talk and 
Opening Reception Friday July 12 @ 
5pm to 7pm. 

The monumental and complex installation, 
Shoalwan: River through Fire, River of Ice 
(2003) inhabits the gallery and mystically 
transforms into meanders of discovery, 
delight, and reflection.

The Manitoba Museum 
On May 11th, The Manitoba Museum and 
Manitoba Liquor and Lotteries hosted 
the province’s largest Manitoba Day 
celebration, commemorating the 143rd 
anniversary of the Manitoba Act’s royal 
assent, and the official acknowledgment of 
the province as a part of Canada. 

One of the day’s highlights 
was Cake-itoba! The Great 
Manitoba Day Cake-Off!, with 
four local bakeries (All About 
Cakes, High Tea Bakery, All 
Seasons Catering, and Dolce 
Bakery) contributing a cake on a Manitoba 
theme. Manitoban rower and Olympic 
silver medalist Janine Hanson was on 
hand to sign autographs and show off her 
hardware. 

Exhibits:
• Fort Rouge: Commemorating 

275 Years of French Presence in 
Manitoba: A new exhibit marking 
the 275th anniversary of the building 
of Fort Rouge at The Forks by the 
French-Canadian explorer Pierre 
Gaultier de Varennes, Sieur de la 
Vérendrye, is now officially open in 
The Manitoba Museum’s Discovery 
Room. For more information, visit 
www.FORTROUGE275.ca The exhibit 
will run from May 2nd to September 
26th, 

• The Beat of Kenya: Running from May 
13th to November 3rd in The Manitoba 
Museum foyer, The 
Beat of Kenya will 
highlight some of 
the new acquisitions 
of the Museum’s 
Contemporary 
Cultures and 
Immigration 
department. 

Black Brant Rocket 
Launches: Magellan 
Aerospace’s Black 
Brant rocket is now on 

display at The Museum’s Science Gallery. 
Magellan’s generous loan to the Museum 
commemorates the 50th Anniversary of its 
first Black Brant launch. The Black Brant 
series of rockets are single-use rockets, 
able to reach 400 kilometers altitude and 
spend several minutes in space before 
returning to earth. 

The Winnipeg Railway Museum
Now that summer has finally arrived we 
know that Railway Days 2013 will be fast 
approaching. The dates are Saturday and 
Sunday, September 21st and 22nd. We 
are looking for exhibitors with a railway 
theme, and for volunteers to participate 
in promoting the Museum. For further 
information, please contact our President, 
Doug Bell, at 204-261-5581, or through 
the Museum at 204-942-4632, or email at 
wpgrail@mts.net.

Snake cake

139 Dorchester Avenue • Selkirk • MB • R1A 0K4 • 204 482-8581  

• Conservation and preservation consulting. 

• Custom storage boxes, enclosures, folders. 

• Advice on appropriate storage. 

• Environmental questions and concerns.  

•  Conservation treatment of artifacts 

Heather Beerling  

Museum Conservator 

   Preserving Your Past for Our Future 

          B.A History, Certificates Museum Studies; Conservation & Collections Management 

heatherbeerling@gmail.com 

Summer 2013

News & Events cont’d from page 5

New Partnership
The Alberta Museums Association (AMA) 
is pleased to announce an exciting new 
partnership with the Canadian Commission 
for UNESCO (CCU) to present the 
AMA’s 2013 Conference, which will 
explore the concept of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage (ICH). The Convention for 
the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage defines four general topic areas 
of ICH: 
 (a) oral traditions and expressions,  
  including language as a vehicle of  
  the intangible cultural heritage; 
 (b) performing arts; 
 (c) social practices, rituals and festive  
  events; 
 (d) knowledge and practices   
  concerning nature and the universe; 
 (e) traditional craftsmanship.

Intangible Cultural Heritage Symposium 
September 19, 2013: Presented by the 
AMA and CCU, the 2013 Pre-Conference 
Symposium will be dedicated to the 
exploration of Intangible Cultural Heritage 
(ICH) from a theoretical perspective. The 
one-day event will feature presentations by 
recognized experts in the ICH field. 

www.FORTROUGE275
http://www.FORTROUGE275.ca 
mailto:wpgrail%40mts.net?subject=
http://doodledaddle.blogspot.ca/2013/01/intangible-cultural-heritage-symposium.html
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Solving Task Saturation 
for Museum Workers
by Paul Thistle

Do you feel overworked–not enough time, 
tools, or resources to accomplish your 
goals?

Do you feel like your museum work/
volunteer life is totally saturated with 
tasks?

Do you feel that expectations of your 
performance continue to rise exponentially 
without any counterbalancing increases in 
resources to meet the demands? 

Do you feel like a fully loaded camel 
standing in a continual rain of straws?

If any of the above apply to you, it is 
time to consider stopping for a moment 
to examine the need to preserve your 
own physical, mental, social, family, and 
spiritual health not to mention your ability 
to carry out the mission of your institution 
effectively.

A preliminary working document that lists 
various survival strategies as well as 
helpful resources are available on-line at 
the Museum Worker Task Saturation Wiki 
website. 

The most recent contributions to this Wiki 
were generated at the 2012 American 
Association (now Alliance) of Museums 
Annual Meeting Ideas Lounge session 
“Rising Expectations, Task Saturation, & 
Time Poverty for Museum Workers: Fully 
Loaded Camels Seeking Solutions.”

Overloaded museum workers are 
encouraged to consult this Wiki web site. 
You may find options that have been 
suggested by experienced museum 
colleagues to address your own difficulties 
with overwork. 

Just as importantly, please consider adding 
your own successful coping strategies to 
this Wiki so that other museum workers 
can benefit from your experience. Much 
more could and should be added to identify 
solutions to the current stressful situation 
in which many museum workers find 
ourselves.

Of course–fully loaded camels that we 
already are–this may seem like just 
”one more thing to do!” I have heard the 
response: ‘This sounds like a good idea, if 
I had the time!’

In my view, however, unless museum 
workers begin to take action to solve our 
own task saturation and time poverty, 
we simply will find ourselves accepting 
one more unresourced expectation after 
another until a ”last straw” finally crushes 
us. The truth of the camel & straws 
aphorism is in the fact that the end result 

of constantly trying to meet expectation 
inflation is inevitable–a broken back!

Overloaded museum workers need not 
feel powerless or alone. There are positive 
alternatives to the current poor quality of 
working conditions in our field. 

After all, if museums can become 
“happiness machines” for our visitors 
and use Wiki processes to solve world 
problems as envisioned by Jane 
McGonigal (2009: 51-52) in her Museum 
article, perhaps we first need to experiment 
internally. Why not use museum workers' 
quality of working life issues as the primary 
focus of such a laudable project? In fact 
this issue may be one of the critically 
important world problems which museums 
and museum workers can address in their 
own settings, develop effective coping 
strategies if not solutions, and then engage 
the world to meet Robert Janes' (2009) 
challenge to recover true relevance to 
society.

Beside preliminary solutions to the 
problem, the above Wiki presents 
background and analysis of the task 
saturation problem. However, the AAM 
Ideas Lounge session participants 
preferred a blog platform to generate 
further discussion. In this light, I have 
now started a “Solving Museum Worker 
Task Saturation” blog in order to focus on 
what museum workers can actually do 
to address their work intensification and 
overload difficulties. The blog is located 
at http://solvetasksaturation.wordpress.
com/2012/08/05/hello-world/

This blog shares hints, individual and 
collective strategies, more or less 
subversive approaches, self-assured 
attitudes, positive perspectives and 
philosophies that will help museum 
workers overcome the Post-Modern 
problem of exponentially rising 
expectations, time poverty, task saturation, 
resulting stress, and poor quality of 
working life in our field.

If museum workers gain nothing else from 
the above initiatives, please read (or listen 
to) the best book for fully loaded camels: 
Director of the Global Negotiation Project 
at Harvard, William Ury’s (2007) The 
Power of a Positive No.1 February 2013
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Classifieds
Cradle Contribution
Looking for a good home 
for an antique cradle. It was 
purchased 50 years ago in 
Kansas, U.S.A. At the time it 
was acquired it was said to 
be 100 years old (this is not documented).
There are a couple of cracks in the wood 
and it appears as if one of the spindles that 
supports the mattress has been replaced. 
It is approximately 3 feet long and 2 1/2 
feet high. The mattress could be about 150 
years old.

If you require further details, please 
contact Cathy Davidson 
cdavidson47@hotmail.com

Sew it doesn’t work...
Are you looking for an older (66+), non-
working, New Williams (?) sewing machine 
for your collection? Maybe for an education 
program? Call Marge at 204-783-4583 for 
more information.

Donation or Sale
We are willing to donate 
or sell this gramophone 
to a museum in Manitoba 
or otherwise. It was 
manufactured by the 

Phonola Company of Canada in Elmira, 
Ontario. Registered on July 11, 1907. 
Model: Educator No. 1, identity number 
92820. The case measures 22” deep, 34” 
wide and 29” in height and in very good 
condition. The spring mechanism is in 
good shape; some repair or adjusting is 
required to get the turntable operating fully. 
We also have some records of that era, 
both popular and classical. 

For more information contact 
mmkuhn@mts.net or phone 204-885-2821 
(Wpg). Many thanks,  
Ken and Marie Kuhn

Vacuum puzzle
Jean Zurcher, is looking for a home for her 
vintage vacuum. It is an Airway vacuum 
and it looks like it was purchased in 1923. 
It is a bit of a puzzle as it’s in pieces! If 
you’re interested you can contact Jean at 
204-222-4437.

Fees for Classifieds
When people have called us regarding 
items they’d like to donate or sell we’ve 
offered to post a blurb on our website, 
Facebook page, and in our newsletter free 
of charge. However, we are now going to 
be charging non-members a fee for the 
space. Please call the AMM office for more 
information and fee schedule.

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/museumworker/
http://solvetasksaturation.wordpress.com/2012/08/05/hello-world/
mailto:cdavidson47%40hotmail.com?subject=Cradle
mailto:mmkuhn%40mts.net?subject=
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Museums to be Heard! 
At a stakeholder meeting about the City's 
2014 operating budget the meeting’s 
facilitator encouraged as many responses 
on the budget as possible. She said it 
would be beneficial to have multiple voices 
on the budget.

There are two ways Winnipeg museums 
can provide their museum's feedback on 
the budget. An online survey or a written 
submission. Written submissions must 
be sent by July 3rd to be included in the 
preliminary report though they will still be 
accepting submissions throughout the 
summer.

All of the information on how to take part in 
the budget consultations can be found at 
www.wpgbudget.ca

If you have any questions feel free to 
contact: Matthew Komus 
 City of Winnipeg Museums Board  
 Coordinator 204-805-3280  
 mkomus@winnipeg.ca  
 9:00am-8:00pm / Mon-Sat

Newsletter deadlines and 
submissions
The AMM newsletter will only be published 
three times a year. It will come out in early 
March, July, and November. Submissions 
for these publications should be made 
in the middle of the month before (i.e. 
February 15, June 15, and October 15). 
Submissions can be made through your 
regional councilor or directly to the AMM at 
newsletter@museumsmanitoba.com or 
info@museumsmanitoba.com. 

When making any submissions, make sure 
it’s clear if the submission is for internal 
use only (i.e. the Annual Report or regional 
reports), or for public consumption (i.e. 
newsletter, Facebook, and the website). 
Emailed submissions are preferred. Digital 
photos are VERY welcome.

E-mail Only!
From now on the AMM will be sending 
the newsletter to members electronically, 
unless otherwise requested.

This will save time, money, and paper. It 
also means that it can be sent to anyone 
involved with your museum instead of 
just whoever picks up the mail.

Forward the newsletter to anyone 
who’d like to receive it. They can then 
follow the prompts to be put on the 
subscription list. If you do not have 
internet access, or if your access is still 
sketchy or slow, please let the AMM 
know that you’d prefer your copy to be 
sent by Canada Post.

University Training
From their website
U of W certificate program arts and culture

The Manitoba Arts and Cultural 
Management Certificate Program is 
available to those currently working in, 
or trying to break into, Canada's arts and 
cultural sector. This program is designed 
to build the business and leadership skills 
necessary to manage and nurture creative 
activity in stable cultural organizations. 
Developed in cooperation with Manitoba's 
cultural sector leaders, the program is 
flexible, accessible and broad in scope.

Built with guidance from the cultural sector 
itself the Manitoba Arts and Cultural 
Management program is flexible and 
affordable. We are pleased to offer options 
of funding through organizations like the 
Arts and Cultural Industries Association 
of Manitoba. Please contact them directly 
for membership opportunities and funding 
options.

DIY Updates
With our new website you can update your 
own information and events. You can even 
post your own photos and media releases.

All you need to do is click on the Member 
sign in button, located on the far right of 
the tool bar, and follow the prompts. When 
asked for your Username and password, 
simply enter your AMM member number.

Your member number is on your 
membership card, but if you don’t have the 
card handy just give the AMM office a call 
and we’ll give you your number.

Your password can be changed to 
whatever you like, but remember to record 
it somewhere.

If you don’t have internet access, or you’re 
not comfortable with computers, the AMM 
office will be happy to continue to update 
your information on our website for you. 
However, getting a high school student 
doing on-line work for you is a great way 
to get them interested and involved with 
your museum. They can update your on-
line presence or create a Facebook page, 
which they could then take care of for you.

We hope you can visit our website and 
that you’ll like what you find there. It isn’t 
completely finished yet, so there are some 
areas that aren’t everything that they will 
eventually be.

Remember also to “like” us on Facebook. 
We have 92 likes so far and we want to 
break 100!
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